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MOTUEKA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHER BOROUGH COUNCILS 





LUCIE J. HEINE 





THE BOROUGH of Motueka (population 2,100) is the centre of a tobacco, 
hop and fruit growing district. -A little more than half of the inhabitants 
are descendants of local pioneers; the rest come from all over New 
Zealand and elsewhere. Every year there is an influx of seasonal workers, 
some of whom stay only a few weeks, while some come back for several 
years and some stay permanently; many girls marry locally. At present 
the town is growing rapidly, with houses going up in all streets. Such 
a varied population requires varied reading, which is probably true of 
any place in New Zealand where some read only from the pay collection 
and others are studying for University degrees. 


Miss Heine, Librarian of the Motueka Public Library, holds the NZLA Genera 
Training Certificate and has attended a short course at the Library School. 
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The Public Library which serves this district has been free since 
October, 1938, and there are no commercial libraries in the town. At 
present there are 959 free readers, 218 subscribers living outside the 
Borough, and 67 temporary members, chiefly seasonal workers, who pay 
a 5s. deposit and 3d. a book. The staff consists of a full time librarian 
and one full time assistant, with an extra helper on Friday nights to put 
books away and so on. Friday is always the busiest day because it is 
often the only time country people and seasonal workers can come. 
The total issues for last year were 72,136 books and periodicals,. 

The Library is housed in the Borough Council Chambers in a room 
19 ft. by 24 ft., which is of course hopelessly small. However, because 
of the lack of space there is no place to sit and read, and so we have no 
silence rules and no unnaturally lowered voices. ‘Sh!’ said the new- 
comer. ‘Oh, you don’t have to “ Sh!” here,’ said her friend. It adds 
to the cheerfulness of the place. 

Then again we have not miuch shelf room. Our bookstock at present 
consists of about 5,300 books, of which about 1,300 are non-fiction. Last 
year we added 600 odd and discarded 400. By ruthlessly throwing out 
poor books we hope that our library will resemble a sparkling stream 
rather than a stagnant pool! 

We obtain many of our books through the local bookseller. Most 
of our pay collection books come from there. We also have a standing 
order at another bookseller for books by certain fiction authors (on. the 
NZLA Standard List). Other novels, and most non-fiction, are ordered 
through the local bookseller from reviews in the Times Literary 
Supplement, Listener, Time and Tide, New Statesman and Nation, British 
Book News and any others available. 

-Many non-fiction books are ordered more or less from requests and 


loan collections. For instance, a loan collection on Ships and the Sea, 
which included books on boat building, proved very popular, and now 
we are ourselves acquiring a number of books on boat building. Similarly, 
collections on sports showed the gaps among our own books. 


Usinc Sussect LOAN COLLECTIONS 


Loan collections are really our standby, and one of the greatest 
disadvantages caused by our lack of space is that we haven’t room for 
more. As it is, we put them in book troughs on a ledge by the non- 
fiction shelves, and in summer one collection is put on the mantelpiece. 
A subject loan collection is one way of finding out what readers like, 
because some of them are diffident about making requests. A librarian 
usually knows several people who are interested in a subject, but when 
a collection arrives it is quite often the unexpected person who stands 
beaming and says, * This is right up my street. I’d like to read every one 
of these books.’ It is useful, too, to keep the lists of these books, so that 
when, in two or three years’ time, a reader says, ‘I saw a certain book 
on photography here the other day,’ there may be some chance of 
identifying the book. 

With regard to the CLS request service, I find that last year we made 
305 requests. Further investigation shows that these were made by 129 
people altogether; that 78 asked for one only, 25 for two, and so on; 
and that five requested 75 books between them, these including two 
students, the assistant librarian and the librarian, who appears to have 
borrowed 27 books in this way. I don’t know that all this means much 
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—probably that the service is not sufficiently well known, and obviously 
that some people need more books than others. It will be interesting to 
see if the same people use the service next year. From casual observation 
I should say that one satisfied request leads to others. Of course, we are 
now able to fulfil a good many requests from our own shelves. 

Incidentally, we economically use the backs of old catalogue cards 
to record requests, with the Dewey number in the top left-hand corner 
for convenience in sorting, and with the dates requested, when due and 
when returned. We keep them in three files—Books requested, Books 
here and Books returned—the cards in the last file being arranged by 
the Dewey number. These are useful to refer to when one is trying to 
remember who would be interested in certain loan collections, and so on. 

People request books of every kind—recent information on fluorescent 
lighting, or The White House Papers of Harry Hopkins. One farmer is 
reading The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, and a housewife is 
borrowing one volume after another of Saint-Simon’s Memoirs. Older 
readers often take advantage of the service to obtain books they have 
long wished for. ‘All my life I have been wanting to read this book,’ 
said one old man earnestly and gratefully. The younger generation 
do not know this hunger, and indeed some are beginning to take the request 
service for granted. 


_ 


CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


The younger generation appear to be reading more. The High School 
patronize us freely; pupils who come by bus visit us during their morning 
break. This year more have continued at the library after they have 
left school. Unfortunately we have no children’s section (no room), but 
there is a good library at the school. We do keep some books, chiefly 
books for under-age children, on one side of a stand marked ‘ Books for 
girls and boys.’ On the other side of the stand we keep a loan collection 
for intermediates, marked ‘ Books for young people.’ These are taken 
mostly by third form pupils, by parents selecting books for their children, 
and by adults choosing books for themselves. The older pupils seem to 
prefer books from our ordinary shelves. Probably this is as it should be; 
they have a wider choice and they become accustomed to using the 
Library; but I would like to know if our label is wrong. ‘ Young adults ’ 
might be better. 

During the school holidays we have an ample supply of children’s 
books. Since December, 1945, we have borrowed the School Library 
Service books from the Motueka District High School. On the last day 
of term, half a dozen pupils count the books into the Headmaster’s car 
and then out again into our Library. They also bring their issue tray 

» and cards of books already issued. The children can then borrow books 
' immediately. We charge them by writing the child’s name on the card. 
' They are freely used, especially during the Christmas holidays, and more 
/ particularly by the younger children. We have found it simpler to pack 
| away our own picture books during this period, partly because there is 
| no other place to put the incoming books, and partly because it saves 
considerable sorting later. As it is, some school books are returned to us 
during the first weeks of term, but it doesn’t take long to straighten 

» things out and is worth it. 
The Library Van, of course, visits us three times a year. When it 
) comes our books are ready, fiction arranged alphabetically by authors, 
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non-fiction by Dewey. We are entitled to 375 books from the van, and 
take 100 fiction and 275 non-fiction, though we never change them all 
every time. During the last week or so we keep back those which we 
don’t want for another period. The others continue to circulate. Then 
when the van does come, I spend a happy morning choosing books. 
Fiction is usually selected from novels which we are not likely to buy— 
American books, translations and books which are out of print. For the 
non-fiction, we like all we can get on house plans, and interior decoration, 
gardening, ships and the sea, and sports—these are among our most 
popular subjects. Then there are books on horses for the Riding Club, 
books of plays for the Dramatic Society, books about dogs for those 
who have recently acquired puppies. Several people are interested in 
ballet, music and painting, and of course more still in travel and biography. 
One or two want books on religion and social sciences. A list of the books 
is typed, and we leave the non-fiction out on the ledge for a week before 
putting them away among our own books, so that readers can have some 
idea of what is available. 


THE SCHOOLS’ SECTION 


MARIE J. BROSNAHAN 








THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Schools’ Section of the NZLA was held in 
Dunedin on 11th May. The annual report revealed that the Section had 
been in existence for ten years, and during the decade there had been 
a great development in the work of the Schools Department of the 
National Library Service. Some of the purposes for which the Schools’ 
Section was established had been fulfilled or were in the process of 
fulfilment, and it was suggested that the time had come for a recon- 
sideration and restatement of its policy. 

The challenge was taken up vigorously by the representative group 
of teachers and librarians present. There was general agreement that there 
is need for such an association of those interested in school library work, 
and the incoming committee was charged with the task of extending 
the usefulness of the Section by attempting a wider coverage of schools, 
and by increasing interest in school library work generally. The inclusion 
on the committee of three primary teachers, two librarians, a primary 
and a post-primary inspector of schools, all of whom are actively inter- 
ested in library work in schools, should ensure a balanced policy with 
due consideration of all interests. 


MASSING ON THE PRIMARY SCHOOL FRONT 

Up to the present the membership of the Section has been pre- 
dominantly post-primary. The great majority of the post-primary schools 
are institutional members, but primary schools are represented by two 
or three schools only. One of the first objectives of the Section this year 
will be to enlist the active support of the primary schools. The disparity 


Miss Brosnahan is Schools’ Librarian, Dunedin Public Library. NZLA Genera! 
Training Certificate, and Library School, 1948. 
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in representation is probably due to the relatively larger library grants 
made to the post-primary schools over the years, but the prospects for 
primary schools are now much brighter. Last year £82,000 was spent 
on the extension of school libraries in primary schools and District High 
Schools. But more remains to be done. If the result is to be mere 
collections of books, unclassified and badly housed, then much of the 
value of the expenditure will be wasted. There is need for planning, not 
only in the buying of books, but also in their organization in the schools, 
and in their distribution and circulation. The plan of every new primary 
school of Grade IV upward should make provision for a library room. 

The rapid growth of the Schools department of the National Library 
Service has brought to the schools, and especially to the country schools, 
books of a kind which many of the children had never seen before, and 
has opened new vistas of what might be done in the supply of children’s 
literature. The National Library Service would be the first to agree that 
much more is needed. Appetites have been whetted, and the problem 
of the future, and the near future at that, is to satisfy those newly acquired 
tastes. More books and more efficient means of circulation are required. 
The National Library Service caters for recreational reading, a very 
important part, but what about the wide field of background reading in 
science, nature study, social studies and so on, on which the success of 
the new syllabuses and modern teaching technique depends? The 
developing request service of the National Library Service is proving 
a boon to individual schools; through the co-operation of teachers and 
librarians, all suitable books required in schools can be bought and made 
available to all schools. 

The report of the Chief Inspector of Primary Schools for the year 
ended 31st December, 1947, states, ‘ There is obvious need for a thorough 
survey of the methods of supply, selection and housing of books for use 
in the primary schools.’ Most primary school teachers will have studied 
the report of the Reading Syllabus Revision Committees, and especially 
the far-reaching recommendations under the heading of The School 
Library.. Putting these recommendations into operation would at last 
achieve the goal of comprehensive and efficient library service in all 
New Zealand schools. 

That the National Library Service is behind these worthy aims needs 
no emphasizing, and it is here too that the Schools’ Section of the NZLA 
can give valuable support. To reach the desired objectives the Section 
must have the active support of all schools, both primary and post- 
primary. It has been mentioned that few primary schools are members 
of the NZLA. The position needs rectifying. 


OTHER WORK FOR THE SECTION 


Apart from the urgent need for unity of all schools in support of 
a progressive policy of extending library facilities to meet the changing 
outlook, what other specific benefits can membership of the NZLA 
confer? The answer will depend to a great extent on what schools require. 
There is at their disposal a group of trained librarians, who can give 
expert advice on all aspects of library technique, and who can from their 
intimate knowledge of children’s reading recommend titles and guide 
selection into new channels. Close co-operation between teachers and 
librarians is essential. Teachers know their pupils, librarians know 
their books. 
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Among the more urgent matters claiming attention are the cataloguing 
of all books available for schools and the working out of a comprehensive 
and effective scheme to give greater access to the wide variety of books 
that cater for the whole range of children’s interests and varying abilities. 
The former of these, cataloguing, is a task for the combined efforts of 
trained librarians and specially selected teachers. Such a catalogue 
should index all fiction alphabetically by author and title, grade all 
books according to stages of reading ability, and supply subject lists of 
non-fiction. The catalogue would be used by teachers as a key to all 
good books for children. Through the request service of the National 
Library Service, these books will be available to all children. 

The Schools’ Section has already notable achievements to its credit. 
It was instrumental in having published in the Education Gazette over 
thirty book lists on various subjects; it issued a Fiction List (now being 
revised); and, largely through its efforts, refresher courses for teacher- 
librarians were held early this year. All these mainly concerned post- 
primary schools, but there is no reason why similar projects cannot be 
undertaken in the interests of all schools. 

From time to time, articles concerning school library practice have 
appeared in New Zealand Libraries, which is sent to all members of the 
NZLA. It is the desire of the Schools’ Section to increase the usefulness 
of this publication to all schools, primary and post-primary, and to 
discuss regularly in its columns topics of interest. A Questions Answered 
column would probably be welcome, and opportunity could be given 
for the discussion of school library policy and the dissemination of 
progressive ideas. 


FICTION LIST 


RECOMMENDED TITLES FOR THE FREE COLLECTION 


THE FOLLOWING titles have been tentatively selected by the NZLA Fiction 
Committee as ‘A’ fiction, and are recommended for free collections. 


ANAND, Mulk-Raj, 1905-. Untouchable; with a preface by E. M. Forster. 
London, Hutchinson international authors, 1947. 6s. 
‘Mr Anand has a marvellous power of evoking an immensely 
varied life as it bubbles in front of his eyes without once losing 
contact with his characters..—V. S. Pritchett. 
BAKER, Dorothy (Dodds) 1907-. Our gifted son. London, Gollancz, 
1949. 9s. 6d 
By the author of Young Man with a Horn. 
BEBBINGTON, William George, ed. Fancy free. London, Allen, 1949. 6s. 
Short stories by John Pudney, H. G. Wells, Eric Linklater, 
Lord Dunsaney, W. W. Jacobs, E. M. Forster and others. 
Capote, Truman, 1923-. A tree of night, and other stories. New York, 
Random house, 1949. 2 dollars 75 cents. 
Eight short stories with psychic or supernatural backgrounds, 
by the author of Other Voices, Other Rooms. 
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Coast to coast: Australian stories, 1947; sel. and ed. by Don Edwards. 
Sydney, Angus, 1948. 9s. 6d. 
The second of a series, of which the first, covering 1946, was 
edited by M. Barnard Eldershaw. 


COMPTON-BURNETT, Ivy, 1885-. Two worlds and their ways. London, 
Gollancz, 1949. 10s. 6d. 
‘The setting is the author’s favourite one of a tumble-down 
country house about half a century ago.’-—T.L.S. 


DAVISON, Frank Dalby, 1893-. Man-shy; a story of men and cattle. 
Sydney, Angus, 1946. 6s. 6d. 
*. .. with his appreciation of the mind of humble animals and 
his affection for nature, combines an admirable literary skill.’ 
—T.L.S. Later English ed. has title Red Heifer. 


ENGLISH country short stories. London, Paul Elek, 1949. 12s. 6d. 
An excellent collection, with attractive illustrations and format. 


ENGLISH story; eighth series, ed. by Woodrow Wyatt. London, Collins, 
1948. 8s. 6d 
One of its aims is to ‘ find and encourage new writers.’ 


ForRSTER, Edward Morgan, 1879-. Collected short stories. London, 
Sedgwick 1948. 10s. 6d. 
Includes the stories from The Celestial Omnibus and The 
Eternal Moment. 


HEssE, Hermann, 1877-. Magister ludi. London, Aldus pubs., 1949. 18s. 
By the Nobel prize winner of 1946. 


MANN, Thomas, 1875-. Doctor Faustus; the life of the German composer 

Adrian Leverkuhn, as told by a friend. London, Secker, 1949. 15s. 

*. . . presents the intellectual and spiritual agonies of the German 

nation . . . the book is deliberately organized to play off the 
aesthetic theme against the political.-—Listener. 


ORWELL, George, pseud. Nineteen eighty-four. London, Secker, 1949. 
10s. 


‘Great power and skill and force of imagination..—Bertrand 
Russell. 
QUENEAU, Raymond, 1903-. The skin of dreams; tr. by H. J. Kaplan. 
Norfolk, Conn., New Directions [1948]. 1 dollar 50 cents. 
M. Queneau’s style ‘is a blend of argot and pseudo-stilted 
verbiage having some of the texture of Joyce..—New Yorker. 


Scumitt, Gladys, 1909-. Alexandra. London, Hamilton, 1948. 9s. 
TAYLOR, Elizabeth, 1912-. A wreath of roses. London, Davies, 1949. 


TAYLOR, Peter Hillsman, 1917-. A long fourth, and other stories. London, 
Routledge, 1948. 8s. 6d. 
Introduction by Robert Penn Warren. 
Texipor, Mrs Greville. These dark glasses. Christchurch, Caxton pr., 
1949. 
The author has contributed to New Zealand New Writing. 
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ViwaL, Gore, 1925-. The city and the pillar. London, Lehmann, 1949. 
10s. 6d. 


‘A wise and sober book about homosexuality . Mr Vidal 
tells a good story and his narrative is charged with imagination.’ 
—Listener. 





SOME RECENT REPRINTS 





Beit, Adrian, 1901-. The cherry tree. Corduroy. Silver ley. London, 
Bodley head, 1948. 25s. ea. 
The three volumes comprising the Suffolk trilogy. 


CABELL, James Branch, 1879-. Jurgen, a comedy of justice. London, 
Lane, 1949. 6s. 

First published 1921. Belongs to the world of jesters and 
fantasticks. 


Esquire (periodical) The bedside Esquire; ed. by Arnold Gingrich. 
Sydney, Angus, 1948. 
Ho.tsy, Winifred, 1898-1935. Anderby wold. London, Lane, 1948. 6s. 
Her first novel, first published 1923. 
Hupson, Stephen, pseud. of Sydney Schiff, d. 1944. Myrtle. London, 
Falcon pr., 1948. 7s. 6d. 
Written around the same characters as A True Story, also 
recently reprinted by the same firm at 25s. 


Hupson, William Henry, 1841-1922. Green mansions. London, Duck- 
worth, 1947. 6s. 
KaFKA, Franz, 1883-1924. The penal colony: stories and short pieces, 
tr. by Willa and Edwin Muir. New York, Schocken bks., 1948. 
3 dollars. 
Comprises everything that Kafka either published himself 
during his lifetime, or authorized for publication. 
LAWRENCE, David Herbert, 1885-1930. Tales. London, Heinemann, 
1948. 2s. 
The whole of his shorter fiction from The Prussian Officer 
(1914) to The Man Who Died (1931). 


O’FLAHERTY, Liam, 1897-. Famine. London, Gollancz, 1949. 10s. 6d. 
The hungry forties in Ireland. 


SITWELL, Sacheverell, 1897-. All summer in a day. London, Lehmann, 
1949. 9s. 


WauGuH, Evelyn, 1903-. Decline and fall. London, Chapman, 1948. 
Ts. 6d. 


Uniform edition. 
West, Rebecca, pseud. The thinking reed. London, Hutchinson, 1948. 
10s. 6d 


’ First published 1936. 


WiiuiaMs, Charles, 1886-1945. Shadows of ecstasy. London, Faber, 
1948. 8s. 6d. 
Standard edition. 
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IN LIBRARY LITERATURE 


ApamM, Sir Ronald Forbes. British books abroad. Library Association 
record 51:171-6 Je °49. 
An outline of the work of the British Council in encouraging 
libraries, distributing books, and preparing bibliographies and 
reviews. Presidential address, Library Association Conference, 
1949, 
BARLOW, S. H. Library buildings of the future. Library world 51:195-7 
Ap °49. 
Points brought forward for discussion in the design of the central 
library building for a town of 40,000—70,000. 


BonsER, Wilfrid. Temporary buildings for research libraries. Journal 
of documentation 4:245-7 Mr °49. 
Describes with plan an ‘ Orlit’ hut adapted to house 21,000 
volumes and seat 42 readers in 2,500 sq. feet for a cost of £7,000. 
The hut is structurally a halfway house between full prefabri- 
cation and use of traditional materials. 


COLLISON, R. L. Reference library notes—abstracts. Librarian and book 
world 33:137-9 My 49. 
A review of the present practical needs and difficulties of 
abstracting, and some of the recently suggested remedies. 


Davies, J. H. First aid for the music section. Librarian and book world 
33:121-2 My °49. 
This first of a series of articles on the requirements of a music 
library makes some suggestions about bibliographies and 
scores. 


ELLINGER, W. B. Subject classification of law. Library quarterly 
19:79-104 Ap 49. 
Discusses the various schemes ‘ designed to fill the gap left by 
the missing K schedule in the LC classification.’ 


FARRELL, Sallie J. Louisiana demonstrates library service. Wilson library 
bulletin 23:611-4, 619 Ap °49. 
Details of organization, bookstock, staffing and publicity for 
a demonstration of parish library service. 


FREEMAN, C. B. Introduction to reference work. Librarian and book 
world 33:105-8 Ap °49; 33:134-6 My °49. 
A brief survey of the means and manners of reference work, 
with some practical suggestions. 


FussLter, H. H. Characteristics of the research literature used by 
chemists and physicists in the United States: part II. Library 
quarterly 19:119-43 Ap °49. 

A discussion of the temporal span, principal forms, and national 
origins of the literature used in the United States since 1899. 
Select bibliography. 

Hosss, J. L. Local records and the library. Library association record 
51:177-81 Je °49. 

Deals mainly with the handling of such semi-official records as 
are of importance in England. 
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Hope, Ronald. Shipborne libraries. Library association record 51:180-1 
Je °49 
The work of the Seafarers’ Education Service in organizing 
and supplying libraries on 1,400 ocean going vessels. 


JerFers, D. R. Community analysis. Wilson library bulletin 23:516-7 
Mr °49. 
Monterey public library successfully launched a public relations 
campaign which worked through organized community groups. 
Thirteen specific projects are described. 


KENT, F. L. Some aspects of international standardization in library 
work. Library world 51:243-5 Je °49. 
A brief survey of the present position in this field. 


KRITZINGER, S.J. Historical survey of the more important libraries in 
the Union of South Africa: X. East London public library. South 
African libraries 16:82-8 Ja-Ap °49. 

History, statistics, book stock, staff, finance. Part of a valuable 
serial. 


Macrag, Lachlin. The Jndex and the library. Canadian library 
association. Bulletin 5:196-7 My °49. 
The Canadian Index, covering periodical articles and films, has 
been published monthly since January, 1948, and has the 
financial support of ‘ one of the foundations.’ 


NEWSPAPER microfilming project, catalogue no. 2. Canadian library 
association. Bulletin 5:201-12. 
Full notes on ten newspapers microfilmed, and a union list of 
Canadian newspapers on microfilm. 


RATHBONE, Josephine Adams. Pioneers of the library profession. Wilson 
library bulletin 23:775-9 Je °49. 
Describes the personality and contribution to librarianship of 
Dewey, Cutter, Poole, Winsor, Dana, Putnam and others. 


REcorD, P. D. Some problems of thesis literature and some suggested 
answers. Library world 51:197-9 Ap °49. 
A consideration of the library problems created by university 
theses; with a brief list of foreign thesis-lists. 


SILVERTZ, Chloe T. Back yard storytelling. Wilson library bulletin 
23 :624-6, 628 Ap °49. 

A scheme for training mothers in storytelling, creative dramatics 
and puppetry. 

Spour, O. H. The camera in the library; the photographic department 
of the University of Cape Town Libraries. South African libraries 
16:109-17. 

Use made of the Photographic Department by university 

departments, students and the library itself; technical notes. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


NZLA FICTION LIST 


Sir.—Mr B. G. Hood’s letter to the editor, New Zealand Libraries, 
August, 1949, regarding the NZLA Third Report on Standard and Popular 
Authors, appears to me to raise important issues on few and, in some 
instances, uncertain grounds. If Mr Hood cared to submit to the Fiction 
Committee a balanced detailed critique it would be most welcome. 

It had been pointed out to the Committee that 50 per cent., or more, 
of recent fiction writers in current demand in this country did not appear 
on the 1947 list. The Committee believed it necessary to fill in as much 
of this gap as was practicable. Though such a revised list, naturally, 
could not be brought completely up to date, it was considered that it 
should not lag such a distance behind public interest and demand. An 
attempt was made to make decisions on recent works of fiction of possibly 
more than passing interest, and consequently the [A] classification was 
introduced. 

The debt to the Dunedin Public Library’s work on the main list was 
considerable, and no doubt, in the time available for its completion, the 
revision project was an audacious one. Omissions and contentious 
gradings were inevitable, particularly in the more borderline cases; but 
no decision was made without a reasonably thorough consideration of 
each author concerned. The most hurried part of the job was the checking 
of names after their re-assembly under one alphabetical heading: hence 
the Taylor-Montherlant error, and probably others. C. Williams, for 
example, was inadvertently lost here. 

A closer consideration of earlier lists would have revealed to Mr Hood 
that they contained a number of authors who were graded A on the 
merits of one outstanding book, and, I think, rightly so. Is it too much 
to assume that the quality of some writers’ work is such that, for library 
purposes at least, it rates “A classification—irrespective of whether the 
writers’ output is small or large? Cyril Connolly, Mary McCarthy, 
Eudora Welty, Lillian Smith, Philip Toynbee (all A list 1947) and 
Edmund Wilson (whose only claim Mr Hood suggests is notoriety) are 
instances that occur to me at this moment. (If I may follow your, 
correspondent on to the precarious ground of preferences I would feel 
more confident in recommending The Naked and the Dead for an A 
rating than the sensitive but nevertheless second-hand Hemingwayesque 
confections of Berto). It was considered that the use of a fiction list 
would be limited if it did not offer some guidance on authors such as 
the above mentioned. 

The hope is that this, in effect, interim list, will be revised with the 
aid of constructive comment from those who use it. But it is clearly 
unsatisfactory to dismiss writers as ‘American realist’ or ‘ very obscure,’ 
implying that enough has been said. Criticism that is insular and cursory 
offers little or no assistance. 


Yours, etc., 


J. R. COLe 
Sth September, 1949 





NOMINATIONS CALLED FOR 
COUNCIL 


NomINATIons for eight ordinary members of Council will be received 
not later than Wednesday, 23rd November, 1949, at 5 P.r m. Members 
are requested to note the following: 


1. Every nomination must be in writing, and the consent of the person 
nominated must be given in writing and forwarded with the nomi- 
nation, together with a form giving the following particulars: full 
name of nominee, occupation, residence, library posts held and 
other relevant qualifications. 

2. No member whose subscription is more than twelve months in 
arrears may vote or stand as a candidate for any office of the 
Association. 


3. Any member of the Association may nominate any eligible person 
or persons for election as an ordinary member of the Council (subject 
to (2) above). 

4. Any member of the hesecatien or any Officially nominated delegate 
-£ an institutional member is eligible for election (subject to (2) 
above). 

5. Institutional members who have not already done so are asked to 
appoint the delegate or delegates to which they are entitled under 
the rules to attend the next annual or general meeting of the 
Association. Notification of such appointments should be communi- 
cated to the Secretary in writing before the day of the closing of 
nominations (if the delegate wishes to stand for election as an 
ordinary member of the Council), or as soon as possible before the 
annual meeting. 

6. Nomination forms may be obtained from the Secretary. 


If more than eight nominations are received, voting papers will be 
prepared by the Returning Officer and sent to all financial members. 
These must be handed or posted to the Returning Officer not later than 
5 p.m. on 14th December, 1949, to be included in the official count. 

Nominations and any other correspondence about the election should 
be addressed to: The Returning Officer, NZLA, c/o National Library 
Service, Private Bag, Wellington. 





CLOISTERED HALLS 


‘A CORRESPONDENT who signs himself ‘“ Highly Indignant”’ writes 
complaining bitterly that the red tape which enfolds the Public Library 
prevents him from whistling popular airs or humming comic songs while 
he is reading. He says he is allowed to do so in his own shanty and he 
does not see why any rule should interfere with his doing the same in 
a library which is the property of the people. Perhaps the powers that be 
will take this complaint into consideration with others equally reasonable.’ 
—Evening Post, 17th May, 1894. 
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AUDIO VISUAL 


NATIONAL FILM LIBRARY CATALOGUE 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT in a previous issue of New Zealand Libraries 
regarding a forthcoming new edition of the catalogue of the National 
Film Library proved premature. The present Supervisor of the Library 
was not satisfied with the format and scope of the catalogue, and the 
whole Library has been recatalogued with the assistance of a graduate 
of the New Zealand Library School. The new annotated catalogue is 
almost ready to hand to the Government Printer. It includes nearly 
2,000 film titles, and is arranged under subject headings with an alpha- 
betical title list of all films at the end of the catalogue. The system of 
subject classification was adapted from that used in the Blue Book 
Catalogue of films. When the catalogue is finally printed (we hope this 
announcement is not premature) it will be mailed to all libraries. The 
Wellington Public Library proposes to transcribe the catalogue on to 
cards in its main reference catalogue; thus amendments to the catalogue 
should be easy. The National Film Library hopes to issue a monthly 
supplement to their catalogue, notifying new additions to the Library 
and also films which have been rejected from stock. No system of 
classification has been used in the catalogue. There is, however, a 
reference number of shelving purposes in the Film Library. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


GREYMOUTH COMMUNITY CENTRE CONSIDERED 


THE GREYMOUTH Municipal Library, which was destroyed by fire two 
years ago, may find itself rebuilt as part of a community centre, reports 
the Grey River Argus for 23rd July. The Mayor stated that the Borough 
Council would take advantage of the Government’s offer of a subsidy 
on the provision of community centres, and would try to combine it 
with the construction of a new, up-to-date library. 


NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY SCHOOL 


APPLICATIONS for admission to the Library School for 1950 will now 
be received. Prospectus and application form may be obtained from the 
Director, Library School, National Library Service, P.B., Wellington. 
The course is open to University graduates, and bursaries are provided 
similar to those for Teachers’ Training Colleges. Applications should be 
sent in by 31st October, 1949. 


WELLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 


COUNCILLOR C. A. L. Treadwell, the Acting Chairman of the Wellington 
City Council’s Libraries Committee was in the chair at the inaugural 
meeting of the Wellington Public Libraries Association in the Lecture 
Hall of the Central Library on 16th August. The objects of this 
Association include the collection and transfer of books, manuscripts, 
and other literary material to the Central Library in Wellington, and the 
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arrangement of forums on literary, musical and other matters. The 
Association was formed as the result of a suggestion by a number of 
Wellington’s prominent citizens, and at its inaugural meeting donations 
made to the Association included manuscripts by various well-known 
New Zealand authors and two cheques totalling £150 from the firm of 
A. H. & A. W. Reed, and from Mr A. W. Reed of Wellington. The 
following office bearers were elected at the meeting: President, Mr A. W. 
Reed; Vice-Presidents, Mr C. A. L. Treadwell and Mr Eric Ramsden; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mr B. G. Hood; Committee, Mesdames E. M. 
Knox Gilmer, E. R. Walton, Messrs F. E. Greenish, J. H. Mclvor, 
R. W. Archer, S. Perry. 

The Association’s object is a worthy one and deserves support from 
Wellington librarians who may join as individual members. Institutional 
members are also welcomed. A similar association has recently been 
formed in Dunedin. 


BRANCH NOTES 


CANTERBURY 


A DISCUSSION on library training was held at the July meeting of the 
Canterbury Branch, the addresses being given by Mr Horn and Miss B. 
Hamilton. Mr Horn talked on library training in general. He stressed 
the importance of educating oneself through reading, and mentioned 
in passing that American periodical articles had a limited use for New 
Zealand librarians because of their rather abstract treatment. He touched 
on three methods of training librarians: (a2) Working in a library, (5) 
General Training Course (giving the technique of library work), (c) 
Library School (this gives the background and theory of library work). 
He placed special emphasis on the combination of the last two, joining 
theory with technique. In conclusion, he gave a general outline of Library 
School training as compared with training on the job. 

Miss B. Hamilton, the second speaker, dealt with the NZLA General 
Training Course in detail. She praised the local tutorial classes, mention- 
ing the immense help that they had been to students in the past. The 
discussion after the talks indicated that the subject was near to the interests 
of those present, and a letter on the following lines has been sent to the 
Secretary, NZLA, by the Secretary of the Branch: 


1. That the Branch is generally in favour of the present proposals 
for amending the General Training Course, believing that the personal 
contact with the lecturers and other students taking the course will be of 
great benefit to the students. 


2. That the Branch recommends that: 

(a) Consideration be given to an eight week minimum course, rather 
than a six week one, in view of the fact that most of the students 
who are taking the course have not been used to lecture work com- 
bined with concentrated study, and will possibly take one to two 


weeks to adjust themselves, thereby losing the advantage of the 
first weeks. 
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(b) Since the case for free library service is basic to New Zealand’s 

library requirements at the moment, consideration should be given 
to covering it in the course of lectures at the Library School, substi- 
stuting it for the lectures on Public Relations, which can be adequately 
covered in the correspondence course. 
As many students find Section 8 of the course, on Library Buildings, 
most difficult, and have trouble in gaining access to the necessary 
books, and as knowledge of library architecture is becoming essential 
to most librarians of small public libraries, consideration should be 
given to giving a few guiding lectures at the School, supplementing 
Section 8 of the correspondence course. 


OTAGO 


VARIOUS MEMBERS at the August meeting spoke on Book Selection. 
Miss Fache gave interesting information on selection at DP, carried out 
by heads of departments, and Miss Foote described the mass method of 
replacement buying of fiction. Miss Brosnahan (for Mrs Coxhead) gave 
an idea of the tools for the choice of children’s books, and mentioned the 
permanent file of order cards for books of good quality, which makes 
a short cut for replacement orders. Mr Reid (Otago Boys’ High School) 
described the difficulties of ordering for a school library with a wide 
range of ages to cater for. Breaking unfamiliar ground, Mrs Simonds 
(Dental School Librarian) told of selection in her special field, where 
almost all the books are American, and in which there are no selection 
tools. Her main guide is the reviews in professional journals. The function 
of the Student Library Committee in the Training College was explained 
by Miss Tibbles. Finally, Mr Dowling (taking Mr Borchardt’s place) 
spoke at some length on selection in the University Library—allocation 
of funds, recommendations by staff and students, the work of the Library 
Committee and the newly formed sub-committee of heads of departments. 
He emphasized the importance of a central control of selection exercised 
by the librarian, and the need for a large proportion of the library fund 
to be at his disposal to cover those general works, and books of biblio- 
graphy and religion, not otherwise provided for,. 

The material thus presented gave a useful idea of methods suited to 
a variety of libraries in the district. 


WELLINGTON 


THIRTY-FOUR members attended the August meeting of the Wellington 
Branch, when Display and Printed Publicity were discussed. The former 
topic was the subject of an address by Mr S. B. McLennan, Director of 
the National Art Gallery. He outlined the general principles of display, 
and then proceeded to the application of these to the functions of library 
display in particular. From a consideration of display as manifested by 
Nature in seasonal variations he derived the principles of repetition with 
variety, of colour and shape and of anticipation, all important in the 
theory of display. Modern publicity is primarily a technique of display, 
involving harmony and contrast of colour, a feeling for shape and a 
knowledge of structure. The element of display entered into all the 
processes of making a book, for appearance was of much importance. 
And so Mr McLennan passed on to a consideration of display in the 
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library, where the usual principles still applied, with the proviso that the 
display material should not be more interesting than the books. 

Mr W. J. McEldowney was concerned in his address with the proper 
use of printed publicity. Since any information distributed by a library 
in permanent form is publicity, and may be either good or bad, it is 
worth while making a good job of what is worth printing at all. A good 
type face and headings, with a well balanced page, are of first importance. 
The speaker briefly traversed the functions of library publicity. He 
criticized the presentation of unattractive library reports, too often in 
mimeographed form. The use of colour was illustrated with examples 
from overseas, and emphasis was laid upon the need for library publicity, 
which should be varied according to the type of library concerned. 
Failing anything else, the publication of accession lists was at least 
a beginning. 

Following the two official speakers, Mr O’Reilly spoke, emphasizing 
the need for displaying collections as a whole, and Mr Murray-Oliver 
summarized the methods of display used at the Alexander Turnbull 
Library. By courtesy of the Librarian of this institution (Mr C. R. H. 
Taylor) the meeting concluded with a screening of a film, Knowledge 
Unlimited, prepared by the Public Library of New South Wales for use 
in liaison with the general public. The showing was made possible by 
the good offices of the staff of the Wellington Public Library, where 
the meeting was held. 





THE ETERNAL CENSOR 


‘ THUS, as a young resident in a large city, I was thrown about from one 
object to another, and horrible scenes were not wanting in the midst of 
the municipal quiet and security. Sometimes a more or less remote fire 
aroused us from our domestic peace, sometimes the discovery of a great 
crime, with its investigation and punishment, set the whole city in an 
uproar for many weeks. We were forced to be witnesses of different 
executions; and it is worth remembering, that I was also once present 
at the burning of a book. The publication was a French comic romance, 
which indeed spared the state, but not religion and manners. There was 
really something dreadful in seeing punishment inflicted on a lifeless 
thing. The packages burst asunder in the fire, and were raked apart by 
an oven-fork, to be brought in closer contact with the flames. It was not 
long before the kindled sheets were wafted about in the air, and the 
crowd caught at them with eagerness. Nor could we rest until we had 
hunted up a copy, while not a few managed likewise to procure the 
forbidden pleasure. Nay, if it had been done to give the author publicity, ° 
he could not himself have made a more effectual provision.’—Goethe, 
Johann Wolfgang. Autobiography: truth and poetry: from my own life; 
tr. by John Oxenford. London, Bell, 1881. v.l, p.123. 
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KODAK LIBRARY READER 


A good ‘ Reader” is needed by every microfilm user, whether he does his own 
m g or not. Either as a toa 


Full particulars gladly supplied by 


KODAK ....5 LTD 


Pee tg os Bosc ont thy temas ag ra Fe ste ae yg oar 
Auckland; 681 Colombo Street, Christchurch; Princes Street, Dunedin 





Essential Books for Libraries—No. 2 


Asucrorr & Easton: GENERAL SHor Work (1948, 15s.) 
with 


ASSISTANCE 
(1949 »12s. 6d.) rs 
A plan for an expanded co-operative pF me = sama met Hag ema 


Nations and the specialized agencies. A report prepared by the Secretary 
General in consultation with the executive heads of bs 
the Administrative Committce 


interested 
on-Co-ordination of the 


Unrrep Nations: (Dept. of Economic Affairs): Economic Survey or Europr 
my 1948 (1949, 12s. 6d.) 


Prepared by the Research and Planning Division, Economic Commission 
for Europe. 


Copies, on ten days’ approval if necessary, immediately available 
TECHNICAL BOOKS LTD 
“mporters of technical and reference books. If it’s in print — we'll get it 
11 Waiter Sraeer, Wetimaron (P.O, Box 318 Te Axo) 








BOOKS LIBRARIES WILL NEED 


The following books are due to arrive in New Zealand in Septer 
or October. Some may be later. Conia al hes Boks ar on ode 


us and we would be glad to supply orders. Prices are: 





PAUL'S BOOK. ARCADE LIMITED, HAMILTON 
>. ey FS, 5 ae te 





